
Housing 
The biggest crisis facing Ireland is the housing
crisis. Excessive rents and house prices, local
authority waiting lists, homelessness:  this is a
crisis created by government policy failure and 
can be resolved by changing that policy. We 
have the land, finances and builders to deliver
affordable rents and home ownership and to 
end homelessness.  

The incoming government must;

•        Set out a firm commitment which recognises 
        that local authorities must play a central role in 
        the provision of a major programme of public 
        and affordable housing.

•        Ensure that local authorities be given additional 
        funding and powers to have the responsibility 
        for the design, funding and building of public  
        housing.

•        Ensure that maintenance apprenticeship 
        programmes be rolled out across each local 
        authority to generate trained staff to service  
        existing and new local authority housing stock.

•        Reduce homelessness by half in the first two 
        years and end homeless over the lifetime of the 
        Government.

•        End the sale of public land to private developers.

Workplace Democracy
Workplace democracy delivers significant
economic and social benefits. The reason is
simple. Those with detailed knowledge of the
operations of a business are best placed to
identify shortcomings, correct failings and
highlight what works. Employees are not only
the natural source of feedback on how things are
going on the shop-floor, factory-floor, in the
offices and on building sites but also the natural
source of ideas and insights into how to improve
work and performance.

The incoming government must;

•        Provide the legal right to employees to 
        bargain collectively with their employer. 
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Pension Age 
The incoming government must;

•   Stop the planned increase in the state pension 
     age to 67 in 2021.

•   Establish a forum with all stakeholders (employees, 
     employers, political and civil society) to promote 
     new and progressive policies on the pension age 
     and age discrimination, living standards in 
     retirement, sustainable finances and the restoration
     of full pension rights.

This requires a pension system that accommodates the
needs of people, including flexibility in pension age.



Climate Justice 
and Just Transition

Childcare

Water 

To create a carbon-neutral economy we need 
‘A Green New Deal’ – a sustained, substantial and
transformative investment programme into renewable
technologies, carbon reduction and a Just Transition
for workers and communities.

The incoming government must;

•       Transition to renewable energy production to 
       replace the use of fossil-fuels with state companies 
       (Bord na Móna, ESB etc.) playing a critical role.
•       Provide universal access to carbon-reduction 
       activities to all households regardless of income
       including retrofitting, electric vehicles, solar panelling
       and other programmes to reduce carbon use.

•       Substantially increase Infrastructural investment 
       in public transport networks and affordable, zero-
       carbon housing.

•       Establish Job Security Councils to protect current 
       employment by ensuring the transition of workers 
       into like-for-like jobs while expanding new 
       employment and enterprise led by state companies.

•       Establish new democratic structures at national, local
       and company levels to ensure that all those impacted
       by the transition to a zero-neutral economy are 
       partners in formulating and implementing ‘just’ 
       strategies.

The incoming government must;

•    Commit to holding a referendum to amend Article 
     28 of Bunreacht na hÉireann to keep the provision 
     of water services and associated water 
     infrastructure in public ownership in perpetuity.

The current model of childcare is broken.  We have 
the highest fees in the EU with ultra-low pay levels.
Workers are leaving the sector due to poor working
conditions and providers are finding it difficult to
recruit or retain staff.  We need a new public service
model.  Childcare should not be a commodity.

The incoming government must;
•       Substantially reduce costs to providers by taking 
        over the payment of wages in the sector (similar to
        what happens in the early childhood scheme and 
        primary school system).

•       Regulate and reduce fees by half over the lifetime 
        of the Government. Given that the main cost 
        (labour) should be taken over by the Government, 
        fees can be reduced while still providing adequate
        resources to providers.

•       Increase wages and working conditions through a 
        Sectoral Employment Order to the level of like-
        for-like care workers in the public and private 
        sector.

Waste 
Ireland’s waste collective system is highly
inefficient. In some areas, there are three or four
competing waste collectors while in other areas
there are none while illegal dumping is
widespread. The sector is marred by low wages
and poor working conditions.  

The incoming government must;

•       Change the current system of waste collection 
       across Ireland so that domestic waste is collected 
       in an environmentally sustainable manner, illegal 
       dumping is radically reduced by ensuring that 
       every household is provided with an affordable 
       service and the workers in the industry earn 
       decent wages and work in a safe environment. 

•       Eliminate side-by-side competition within 
       municipal areas.

•       Introduce a tendering regime by local authorities 
       which would incorporate EU green procurement 
       criteria and worker protection clauses. 

•       Reduce the number of household bins by the 
       creation of community bins in cities.

•       Establish a service provider of last resort. 

•       Construct a waiver system. The re-introduction 
       of a waiver system for those who fall below a 
       certain income-threshold would contribute 
       significantly to reducing illegal dumping.
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